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Scripture Seminar 
Why Study the Bible 

Study Number 1 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

The Bible is a wonderful book 
a. It has influenced civilization more than any other written document 
b. It is the best preserved book in history 
c. I took about fourteen hundred years to write and more than forty men 

contributed to it. 
d. It contains sixty-six books 

i. Thirty-nine in the Old Testament 
ii. Twenty-seven in the New Testament 

e. Its story opens at the beginning of time and concludes at the beginning of 
eternity. 

 
But why study it? 
1. Man differs from animals in that he can question his existence. He not only 

can ask what, but also why?   
a. “Understanding man and his place in the universe is perhaps the central 

problem of all science,” Dunn and Dobzhansky  
b.  “Out yonder there was this huge world…which stands before us like a 

great eternal riddle…Albert Einstein 
c. “Man’s concern about a meaning of life is the truest expression of the state 

of being human.” Victor Frankl  
d. “As soon as man does not take his existence for granted, but beholds it as 

something unfathomably mysterious, thought begins.” Albert Schweitzer 
 

2. Four questions form the core of all the others we ask. 
a. Where did I come from?  
b. Why am I here? 
c. Where am I going? 
d. Who am I? 

 
Where do we begin? 
1. Before we begin the study of the Bible, we must take the time to study about 

the Bible. 
2. When Euclid wrote the books on geometry, he began with a series of axioms. 

a.   An axiom is not something you prove, but it is something you assume to    
      be true.  
b. Without these axioms, the study of geometry would be impossible.  

3. By the same analogy, the Christian faith also begins with two axioms. 
a. There is God.  
b. The Bible is inspired.  

4. We don’t prove either one of these, but we assume them to be true.  
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5. Without them the study of the Christian faith would be impossible.  
6. Therefore, we begin by focusing on these two axioms.  

a. What do we mean by the word, God?  
b. How does he communicate with us?  

7. The answers to these questions  
a. Will show us how to answer the other basic questions of life.  
b. Will provide a firm foundation for our later studies. 

 
God’s Existence 
 

What does the Bible mean by the word of God? 
1. Genesis 1:1 – In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  

a. The first four words in the Bible tell us that God was in the beginning.  
b. The first verb in the Bible tells us that God created everything.  

2. For every effect there is a cause  
a. For example, an oak comes from an acorn.  
b. The acorn comes from another oak.  
c. That oak in turn comes from still another acorn.  
d. Naturally, that acorn comes from yet another oak.  
e. If we keep doing this, when we go back far enough, we will come to the  
  first oak that ever was.  
f. Where did it come from? The answer is that God made it.  
g. Thus, we can call God the first cause.  

3. Therefore, notice the bold claim that the Bible makes. 
a. Psalm 33:6 – By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their starry 

host by the breath of his mouth. 
 

i. God’s name is Jehovah.  
ii. The Jews consider that name so holy that they will not pronounce it. 

Instead they say, “Lord”.  
iii. The Bible translators have followed that custom. So instead of using 

Jehovah, they use the word, “Lord.”  
iv. However, when they do so, they always put this word in capital letters. 
v. So whenever you see the word Lord in the Old Testament, you know 

that the Hebrew word is “Jehovah.” 
 

a. Isaiah 40:26 – Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all 
these? He who brings out the starry host one by one and calls them each 
by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, no one of them 
is missing. 

 
Why can there only be one God? 
1. Jeremiah 10:11 – Tell them this: “these gods, who did not make the heavens 

and the earth, will perish from the earth and from under the heavens”.  
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2. John 1:1, 3 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. …Through him all things were made, without him nothing 
was made that has been made. 

3. Isaiah 37:16 – O LORD Almighty, God of Israel, enthroned between the 
cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You have 
made heaven and earth. 

4. 1 Chronicles 16:26 – for all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD 
made the heavens. 

5. Nehemiah 9:6 – You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the 
highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas 
and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of 
heaven worship you. 

6. Please note  
a. A person who believes in only one God is a monotheist.  
b. A person who believes in many gods is a polytheist.  
c. Christianity is a monotheistic religion.  

 
What kind of person is God? 
1. 1 John 4:8 – Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
2. 1 Corinthians 13:4-6 – Love is patient, live is kind, love is not envious or 

boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 
or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 
(NRSV) 

 
Love is God is  
Patient Patient 
Kind  Kind  
Not envious  Not envious 
Not boastful  Not boastful 
Not arrogant  Not arrogant  
Not rude  Not rude 
Does not insist on its own way  Does not insist on its own way  
Not irritable  Not irritable  
Not resentful  Not resentful  
Does not rejoice in wrongdoing  Does not rejoice in wrongdoing 
Rejoice in the truth Rejoice in the truth 

 
God’s Revelation 

How does God reveal himself? 
1. Revelation 1:1 – The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show 

his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his 
angel to his servant John. 

2. Revelation 1:11 – Write on a scroll what you see and sent it to the seven 
churches 

 
God – Christ – Angel – John – Scroll – Churches 
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What word describes the contents of these written documents? 
1. 2 Timothy 3:16 – All Scripture is given by inspiration of God. (NKJV) 
2. 2 Timothy 3:16 – All scripture is God-breathed. (NIV) 
3. Genesis 2:7 – The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground 

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living 
being. 

 
Dust of the ground  + Breath of life  = Living being 
Language of men  + Thoughts of God  = Word of God 

 
Therefore, what does the word Scripture Mean? 
 
Scripture – Revelation – Prophet – Inspiration – Book 
 
1. The word Bible comes from the Greek biblia, which means “little books” or 

more properly “little scrolls.” This word is a form of the word biblos, which is 
the Greek word for papyrus or paper. In time the word biblos came to refer to 
the book or scroll itself and not just the writing material. 

2. The name for the sacred writing used in the New Testament is “scripture.” 
The English reformer John Wyclif began to refer to the scriptures as the Bible, 
and this name gradually because the accepted title. 

 
What is the purpose of this revelation? 
1. Psalm 119:105 – Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my feet and a 

light for my path. 
2. Psalm 119:11 – I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin 

against you. 
3. Matthew 5:8 – Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 
Conclusion 
 Looking back 

1. We have defined what we mean by the word, “God.”  
2. We have seen why there can be only one God.  
3. We have examined a key word that describes God’s personality.  
4. We have explained the meaning of  

i. Revelation 
ii Inspiration 
iii. Scripture  

5. Finally, we have briefly summarized the purpose of God’s revelation. We will 
   expand on this purpose in later studies. 

 
Looking ahead 

1. Movies and books that tell a story have what we call a plot.  
2. In order to understand a picture or a book, we have to know what that plot is. 
3. By the same analogy, the Bible tells a story that begins in Genesis and ends in 

Revelation.  
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4. To understand this story, we have to know what the plot is.  
5. In our next study we will discover what this plot is.  
6. Come, let us reason together. 


